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JÁVRI LODGE 
HOTEL

Collection name: Customised flooring
Area: 600m2

Location: Saariselkä, Finland
Architect: Räihä Interiors 

Photo by: Kristofer Johnsson

“Part of our approach towards sustainability was to choose suitable 
materials for the old log house. Our starting point was that 50-year-
old house, which doubled in size with the addition of the modern 
building.  That’s when Bolon came into the picture.”

 Katja Mehtajarvi, Jávri Lodge owner





MEIXIHU BY 
ZAHA HADID 
ARCHITECTS



Collection name: Bkb Sisal Plain Black, Sisal Plain Granite
Area: 3,600m2

Location: Changsha, China
Architect: Zaha Hadid Architects

Image: Zaha Hadid Architects
  

Like a great performance, great architecture is a team effort – 
every new building needs contributions from a cast of supporting players to 
realise its creator’s vision. A recent project by Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) 
is a great example of this. Designed to host world-class performances in the 
most populous city in Hunan province, south-central China, the Changsha 
Meixihu International Culture and Art Centre is a showstopper of a building. 
Featuring a grand theatre with a capacity of 1,800, a multipurpose hall, and 
a contemporary art museum comprising three fluid petals around a central 
atrium, the concept wowed competition judges to secure the commission 
in 2011. The striking composition capitalises on phenomenal views across 
Meixi lake towards Festival Island. 
 It’s an awe-inspiring creation, but it required a huge number of colla-
borators to make the 115,000sqm  masterplan a reality. Since ZHA won 
the contract, the project has received input from a range of consultants 
and stakeholders, including sound expert Marshall Day Acoustics; 
structural, facade and building services engineer Buro Happold; and a host 
of schematic designers and concept developers. 
 The same went for the fixtures and fittings. With ambitions to make 
the centre a global cultural destination, the design team needed flooring 
that would stand up to the demands of hosting a wide range of inspirational  
events. They chose Bolon’s Sisal Plain Black for the backstage aisles and 
Sisal Plain Granite for the theatre offices, confident that these would 
support the arts centre and the leading artists – as well as the supporting 
performers – who take the stage there. Words by Ann Morgan



ISTITUTO 
MARANGONI

MIAMI

Collection name:  Botanic; Picea
Area: 1,600m2

Location: Miami, US
Architect: Shulman + Associates

Photo by: Emilio Collavino





VENTURE 
SMART

“My focus was on creating a space that felt sleek and modern,   
but luxurious and welcoming. Using Bolon flooring was a must.”

 Radovan Macak, Design Principal, Prague Design Hub

Collection name:  Elements; Cork
Area: 250m2

Location: Hong Kong, China
Architect: Radovan Macak, Prague Design Hub

Photo by: Ulso Tsang



SHORELINE
HOTEL

WAIKIKI



The digital revolution has transformed every aspect of modern 
life, and design is no exception. As architect Farshid Moussavi commented 
on image-sharing platform Instagram in June 2018, “Creating Instagram 
moments has now become part of architectural briefs.” These days, it 
seems a building’s virtual profile is almost as important as its physical one. 
 As a result, many designers are making shareability a consideration in 
their projects. At US-based collective BHDM Design, for example, the way 
that a concept will play out online is an important factor in the creative 
process. “Social media is a very real part of design now,” says Dan Mazzarini, 
the company principal, “not just for creating content, but for inspiration 
and actual information about an offering.” 
 “Instagrammability” was a major driver of BHDM Design’s recent 
renovation of a boutique hotel adjoining one of Hawaii’s most famous 
beaches. Charged with reimagining the 135-room Shoreline Hotel Waikiki 
in Honolulu, the team focused on creating a setting that would, according 
to Mazzarini, appeal to a “millenially minded traveller; someone who would 
appreciate and participate in social media, photographing themselves and 
their surroundings [as] part of their lifestyle”.



Collection name: Customised Flooring
Area: 90m2

Location: Waikiki, Hawaii, US
Architect: BHDM Design
Photo by: Adam Macchia

This led the team to apply their “nature meets neon” concept, developed 
by fellow creative collective Army of Moon People. In so doing, they fused 
local influences with bold colours, and brought in eye-catching features 
such as “you are here” topographic maps of the Hawaiian islands hanging 
over some of the beds, bespoke murals by artist DJ Neff, and a neon-pink 
“aloha” sign. “While we didn’t quite create specific photo spots for guests, 
we did think through unique looks for parts of the hotel,” says Mazzarini. 
Bolon flooring played its part in boosting the hotel’s cameraphone appeal 
too, enabling the design team to cover the existing floor tiles in an almost 
wall-to-wall swatch of bright pink. “This bold backdrop allowed our mix 
of colourful furnishings to stand out upon a non-traditional colour,” says 
Mazzarini. “Pretty fun.” The hard work has paid off. Since the new-look 
Shoreline Hotel Waikiki was unveiled in July 2018, the designers have 
seen numerous images – some of which they have also curated for look and 
style – shared on Instagram. “It’s been fun to see posts from people all around 
the world who have visited,” says Mazzarini. “Guests get to both enjoy the 
design, interact with it and document it in photos. It’s mutually beneficial 
– they look great and the property gets promoted.” Words by Ann Morgan



WORK 
AGENCY 

Collection name:  Silence; Sense
Area: 150m2

Location: Milan, Italy
Architect: P2A design

Photo by: Andrea Fongo



NATIONAL 
BANK OF 
CANADA 

Collection name:  Flow; Pearl Silver
Area: 1,500m2

Location: Montreal, Canada
Architect: Architecture 49

Photo by: Stéphane Brugger

“The customer was charmed by how Bolon flooring could add  
texture and movement to the environment. Depending on the 
time of day and the amount of light coming in, different textures 
and reflections appear to create a sophisticated surface and lu-
minous workspace.”

 Sophie Lafrenière, Marketing and Business Development 
Assistant Coordinator, Architecture49





COPENHAGEN 
UNIVERSITY

Collection name:  Elements; Oak
Area: 400m2

Location: Copenhagen, Denmark
Architect: Sara Sommer

Photo by: Maja Hansen



FORTUM 
HEAD-

QUARTERS

Collection name:  Bolon StudioTM Wing Create; Fabrico
Area: 1,300m2

Location: Espoo, Finland
Architect: Kohina Oy

Photo by: Valokuvatoimisto Kuvio



DEICHMANSKE 
LIBRARY 



Collection name: Customised flooring
Area: 6,740m2

Location: Oslo, Norway
Architect: Lund Hagem arkitekter og Atelier Oslo
Image: Lund Hagem arkitekter og Atelier Oslo

Silence is golden, the saying goes. Many architects would no doubt 
agree: managing acoustics to achieve quiet in large public buildings can 
be as expensive as it is difficult.
 Nowhere is this more true than in library design. With public libraries 
increasingly becoming multi-functional spaces – as likely to be used for 
play groups and discussion meetings as for quiet study – architects face 
the challenge of minimising noise to serve the needs of all users.
 This dilemma has given rise to a range of ingenious solutions. At the 
soon-to-open new branch of the Deichmanske Library in Oslo, for example, 
architects Lund Hagem in collaboration with Atelier Oslo used digital 
modelling and a range of practical and technical strategies to limit sound 
transfer between different parts of the open-plan, 18,000sqm complex. 
The architects worked with librarians to order the different departments 
so that the noisiest areas, such as the children’s zone, are on the lower 
floors and the building becomes quieter the further up its five storeys 
you go. In addition, the architects used honeycomb baffles to limit sound 
bouncing off the building’s exposed-concrete ceilings.
 When it came to flooring, it was clear that the library needed a solution 
that would help limit noise. “It was important not to transmit the sound 
of shoes, so it had to be some kind of carpet,” says Einar Hagem, a partner 
at Lund Hagem. “We spent a long time researching different kinds.”
 In the end, Bolon flooring with sound-insulating backing developed in 
2014 for the Silence collection proved the best fit. Not only was the flooring 
robust enough to withstand wear and tear  from an expected two million 
annual visitors, but it also helped complete the building’s aesthetic.
 “We liked its modern feel very much,” says Hagem. “It’s homely but also 
modern, and it reflects light. This is a deep building and we wanted the 
daylight to come into the building and reflect off the floor. Collaborating 
with the team at Bolon, the architects adapted Bolon’s Element flooring 
to include silver fibres that would achieve the desired effect.
 As part of the research process, the architects, librarians and other 
stakeholders held a Christmas gathering and tipped glögg on flooring 
samples to test how easily they could be cleaned. Once again, Bolon flooring 
came out on top, ensuring that no matter how noisy the Deichmanske 
Library gets, it should look good for years to come. Words by Ann Morgan



SKY BAR 
HOTEL TIVOLI 

ORIENTE

Collection name:  Bolon By You; Geometric Black Steel Grey 
Area: 250m2

Location: Lisbon, Portugal
Architect: Luxprojects

Photo by: Vasco Cunha Monteiro



KAROLINSKA 
INSTITUTET -  

 STUDENT
CENTER

”We choose Bolon because of its variety of colours and patterns. 
We aimed for a flexible environment that had the same character – 
Bolon helped us to create just that”

 Charlotta Hallström, White Arkitekter

Collection name:  Elements; Cork, Flint, Oak, 
Artisan; Denim, Sienna

Area: 1,050m2

Location: Stockholm, Sweden
Architect: White Arkitekter

Photo by: Jason Strong





ALBERT 
HOUSE 

Collection name:  Bolon StudioTM Triangle 500 mm  
Now; Champagne Botanic; Iris, Bkb; Sisal Plain Steel

Area: 1,500m2

Location: London, UK
Architect: The Office Group
Photo by: The Office Group 



VIDEGÅRD
RESTAURANT

Collection name: Artisan Quartz
Area: 230m2

Location: Stockholm, Sweden
Architect: Gabor Palotai Design

Photo by: Mattias Hamrén 

”I absolutely love my Bolon flooring – it’s like walking on air.  
The flooring soothes the ambience of the room, somehow making 
guests calmer and cooler.”

 
 

Erik Videgård, restaurateur, Videgård Restaurant





KEYSTONE 
ACADEMIC 
SOLUTION

Collection name:  Bolon StudioTM Triangle  
Botanic; Picea, Cilia, Tilia, Osier

 Area: 1,600m2

Location: Oslo, Norway
Architect: Brandl AS
Photo by: Brandl AS



QUEENSLAND 
TREASURY

 CORPORATION 

Collection name:  Graphic; Gradient Black
Area: 670m2

Location: Queensland, Australia
Architect: Conrad Gargett

Photo by: Rix Ryan Photography








